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TERMS. 

Tur Circutar is published by Communists, and 
for Comnunists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucition of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of conmunity of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entire’y 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. 4 Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoe per | 
wisres to read The Circular, can have it wirnovr 


PAYING, OR PROMISING TO Pay, by applying through | 


the mail, or at 43, Willow Place, Brooklyn. 
any one chooses to pay, he may send two pou ARS 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
to keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts o 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 

7 Comnunications should be addressed to— 
«Tur Crrcutar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 


RN nnn rrr ow 
S. R. LEONARD & COMPANY, PRINTERS, 
ae 


Condensation of Life.---No. 2. 

The generic effect of the unity for which 
Christ prayed, will be to increase the power of 
life in the whole body of believers, and in in- 
dividuals, The advantages of compact exter- 
nal organization in the various physical enter- 
prises of commerce, war, &c., are well known. 
But the world knows little of the energy which 
will result from the organization of spirits. In 
the first place, when the Father and the Son, 
man and woman, Jew and Gentile, shall be- 





aad 











come one by suceessive infoldings, the entire | 


ber deductions from the facts which present 
themselves to scientific men, and would be 
sound doctrines if those facts were all the premi- 
ses which belong to the case. But there is 
another and a mightier power than that of natu- 
ral propagation, which can be brought to bear 
upon human nature. The deeper philosophy 
| of the Bible bids us look to regeneration more 
| than to generation, for the advancement of the 
race. The spiritual transmission of qualities 
| which will result from the condensation of life, 
| will modify human character, and human or- 
ganization too, (for life determines the charac- 
ter of its envelope,) more effectually than he- 
reditary transmission can do; and the process, 
instead of occupying centuries, and depending 
on the faithfulness of a series of faithless gen- 
erations, will advance to its consummation as 
rapidly as men can be brought by the attrac- 
tions of the true gospel to surrender their spir- 
its to God, and merge themselves in the central 
sphere of perfected human life which already 
envelops Christ. Here isa short way to all 
the results which the physiologists anticipate 
schemes of scientific 





from their chimerical 
marriages, and disinterested painstaking for the 
benefit of future generations. God has in 
store for us the concentrated results, not only 





of what he accomplished by natura! prop- 


power and wisdom of the Godhead will be | agation in the ages before the advent of Christ, 


freely developed in every spirit which belongs | 
to the great unit. Spiritual power applied el 
external baptism, and working from the cir- 
cumference toward the centre, (which must be 
its form of action while intercourse is lateral, ) 
can produce but small results, in comparison 
with those which are to be expected when life 
shall act in life, when God shall become in very 
deed the soul of the church, and shall distrib- 
ute his energies from the center outward, as 
the heart sends its power into all the extrem- 
ties of the body. 

In the next place, the condensation of life 
which we have defined, will effect a transfor 
and distribution of all that is good in human 
nature, which will make the gains of all past 
generations, and the stores of the invisible 
church available to believers in this world. It 
is evident, from the New Testament represen- 
tations of the atonement, that the power and 
wisdom of the Godhead could not take effect 
on human nature in the measure necessary to 
salvation, without assuming a human organiza- 
tion, as its condnetor. The advantage which 
was gained by the incarnation of Christ, in- 
creases as his spiritual body increases by the 
addition of perfected human nature in the per- 
sons of’ his followers. In order, therefore, that 
we may estimate the energy of salvation which 
will manifest itself in this world when the visi- 
ble and invisible churches shall be condensed 
into one, we must consider how many regenera- 
ted human members Christ’s body gained 
the first resurrection, and what amount of im- 
provement has gone forward in that body du- 
ring the eighteen hundred years of their glory. 
All that is gained at the center, is gained for 
the whole sphere of concentric spirits. When 
the church of the first-born shall become the 
inner life of a church in this world. the visible 
advancement of human nature will take a stride 
of eighteen centuries in a single generation. 

The physiologists tell us that the principle 
of hereditary transmission is the key to all the 
problems of human degeneracy and human im- 
provement. They say that we of the present 
generation are the heirs of a bad organization, 
and cannot expect for ourselves any great 
ameliorations of character and condition.— 
Their hope is, that in the course of several 
centuries, by a wise attention to the laws of 
propagation, a generation of men will be pro- 
d. ced whose organizations will be adapted to 





taillennial perfection. These are doubtless so- 


| but of all that he has accomplished by spiritual 


propagation, in the invisible world, since his 
kingdom of righteousness began. Who can 
estimate the treasures of life, love, wisdom 
virtue, civilization, refinement, and social per- 
fection, which have been accumulating for ages 
in the heavenly phalanx gathered and organ- 
ized by Christ? And who can conceive of 
the glory which will burst upon this world 
when those treasures shall be given to it—as 
they will be, when the visible church shall 
yield itself as a bride to the invisible ? 

We may consider further, the more specific 
in perfect- 
8 prayer that 


results of the condensation of life, 
ing individual character. Christ’s 
his followers might ‘ all be made perfect in one,’ 
points evidently to the principle which Paul so 
frequently illustrated by reference to the or- 
ganization of the human form, viz., that indi- 
viduals are not made for perfection by them- 
selves, and can be perfected only by a combi- 
ration with each other, like that which exists 
between the different members of the body.—- 
An eye or an arm or a foot by itself is a mon- 
strosity. An entire set of these and other or- 
gans, with diverse characteristics and offices, is 
necessary to make a perfect body. So men 
and women, in the isolated state, are not capa- 
ble of perfection. The characters and adap- 
tations of individuals are as diverse as thoxe of 
the members of the body. By nature, one 
man is like the eye, keen in discernment : 
other, like the hand, one is 
impetuous, another prudent ; one is bold, ano- 
ther gentle. The good elements of life are 
distributed to the two sexes in such a manner 
that man by himself’ is deficient in those beax- 
tiful aff-ctions which abound in woman, and 
woman by herself lacks the strength of heart 
and head which belongs to man. The conden- 
sation of any two characters would improve 
both ; and the more diverse the two might be, 
the greater would be the improvement. A 
great part of the immorality of the world is 
only the result and index of isolation. Pecu- 
which in combination 


an- 
strong in action ; 


liarities in individuals, 
with the counter peculiarities of others would 
be wholesome and beautiful, acting by them- 
selves, are odions and mischievous. By the 
unity of life to which Christ calls believers, 
the good elements of an innumerable multitude 
of characters will be condensed into one, and 
the perfection of the compound will be trans- 


treasures of righteousness and beauty. 


will be as different from that of the present 


land. 
as the rose.’ 
most valuable form, will be a natural growth. 
As plants, which in northern regions require | 
hot-beds and tedious cultivation, under the sun 
of the tropics grow spontaneously, so intellect- 
ual, moral and physical life, 
shine of divine and human love, will spring up 
with a rapidity, and bring forth fruit in an 
abundance, which will put to shame the tillage 
of all our present schools for mind and body. 
There is a close affinity, if not an identity, 
between life and heat, and between death and 
cold. The same effects ean be produced upon 
the body by spiritual elements acting 
within, aid by physical elements 


from 
acting from 
For instance, fear makes the body 
is produced by 


without. 
tremble, and the same effect 
cold. Physical warmth is caused by warm af- 
fections, as really as itis by fire or sunshine. 
It is as if the life of the body had two surfaces 
—an inner and an outer—one of them exposed 
to the impressions of spiritual elements, and 
the other to those of physical elements, and 
both when affected, acting upon the body in the 
same manner. The bread of this world infuses 
heaven infuses life through the ioner surface. 
The result in both cases is satisfaction and 
strength. One of the results of the condensa- 
tion of life will be, the bringing ofthese princi- 
ples into the fi-ld against the powers of disease 
and death. When life shall accumulate in 
unity, by the centripetal force of love, till all 
hearts shall radiate and receive a perpetual 
sunshine of joy, it is not unphilosophical to be- 
lieve that the substantial physical results (at 
least so far as health is concerned) of an actu- 
will be 
Though the outer surface of life may be exposed 
to the cold of the North, yet if the inner sur- 
as it 


al amelioration of climate, obtained. 


face dwells in the warm regions of love, 
will when all shall be one, the body will have 
many of the benefits of a genial climate ; and 
in proportion as the action of the inner eutien 
prevails over that of the outer, bealth will be- 
come independent of the external elements, 
and death at last will lose his prey. 

Ve have before us a sketch of the great 
MIRACLE OF UNITY for which Christ offered his 
prayer and his life, and by means of which he 
proposed and still proposes to convince the 
world that God sent him on his mission of love. 
Who will not heartily join in his prayer, and 
offer himself a sacrifice for its fullillment 7— 
RepRInNT. 


The 24th of Matthew. 


There is one consideration which it is very 





essential to bear in mind in reading and inter- 
preting the 24th of Matthew, and it has refer- 
ence to the state of information the disciples 
were already in, and the general views they 
had formed respecting the subject there spoken 
of. People are apt, unconsciously, to assume 
that the disciples listened to that discourse from 
the same point of view with themselves, and 
henee, that they had no very definite idea 
about the Second Coming, and the cousummation 
that is conneeted with it in that chapter. But 
this is very far from being the case, as we think 
will be seen upou examinatiua They were 
instructed, both by the prophets and by Christ 
himself, previous to the discourse in question 





fused through every individual. It is easy to 


in certain great outlines of the final kingdom 


shall be concentrated in one glowing sphere, 
- | 
‘ The desert shall rejoice and blossom | 


Education, in its highest and | 


under the sun-| 


life through the outer surface, aud the bread of 


see that the operation will develop magnificent |of God, and though their ideas were more or 


less crude and carnal in respéct to the details, 


The spiritual atmosphe re in which individu- yet their general expectation is an important 
als will grow and ripen, when the life and love ‘element to be taken into account, in apprehend- 
of God and of the millions of the human race, jing the force of Christ’s 


conversation with 


|them in the 24th of Matthew. 
In the first place, it is well known that tho 





order of things as summer is from winter, or as | disciples, in common with the whole Jewish na. 
. : > . da ° : : 
the years of Palestine are from those of Green- | tion, expected in their Messiah, a temporal 


Prince, who should set up his kingdom in a glo- 


There is 


rious manner and deliver his people. 
| evidence of this, in all their intercourse with 
‘him. At one time, when Christ told them of 
|his expected death al resurrection, it is said, 

|« they questioned among themselves what the 
‘rising from the dead could mean.’ So deeply 
fixed was this idea in their minds, and so firmly 
were they attached to it, that even after his 
death and resurrection, it seems to have been 
more or less prominent in their thoughts.— 
When Christ joined himself to two of them on 
their way to Emmaus, and talked with them 
about the circumstances of his death, they said 
to him, ‘We trusted it had been he which 
should have redeemed Israel.? Again, in his 
last interview with them just before his ascen- 
sion, they pressed the question with evident 
| interest—‘ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore 
again the kingdom to Israel ?? The speedy re- 
demption of Torael was still a matter of much 
interest and expectation with them. 

In this view of the subject, the question 
presents itself, how did Christ meet this expec- 
tation of theirs? What was the bearing of his 
teaching and instructions to them in relation te 
his kingdom ? It is noticeable in the first place, 
that although he labored much to make them 
understand its spiritual character, we do not 
find that he ever attempted to subvert their 
expectations of the establishment of an actual 
kingdom, or that its advent was near. On the 
contrary, John the Baptist and Christ himself 
both commenced their ministry with the an- 
nouncement, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.’ When the disciples were sent out on 
their mission, it was with the instruetion—‘ Go 
preach, saying, the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.? Christ explicitly told the disciples, 
that as their reward for forsaking all and fol- 
lowing him, they should be exalted to a high 
place in his kingdom. After his conversation 
with the rich young man, when Peter said to 
him, ‘ Behold we have left all and followed 
thee, what shall we have therefore ?? his answer 
was, ‘Verily, [say unto you, that ye which 
have followed me in the regeneration, when 
the Son of man shall sit on the throne of his 
vlory, ye also shall sit on twelve thrones judg- 
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.? (Matt. 19: 
27, 28.) There is a similar passage in Luke, 
in which hesays, ‘I appoint unto you a king- 
dom as my Father hath appointed unto me, 
that ye may eat and drink in my kingdom, and 
sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of 
[sracl.? And here it should be faithfully re- 
membered thatin the minds of the disciples 
that kingdom was near. They had been in- 
stracted | to preach, saying, ‘ The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ 

With these facts clear in our mind, we shall 
be much more likely to understand truly the 
21th chapter of Matthew. They show the 
state of mind to which it was addressed, and 
from what point of view it is to be interpreted. 
When the disciples heard Christ’s prediction of 
the destruction of the temple, with which the 
chapter commences, they naturally enough 
connected it with the advent of his kingdom ; 
and anxious to know something about the ¢ime, 
they asked him the question, ‘ Wen shall 
these things be, and what shall be the sign of 
thy coming,’ &e. If Christ’s Second Coming 
was to be separated from the destruction of Je- 








rusalem, by at least 1800 years, and is still in- 
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Spain and Portugal were spread on a vast they are young as well as when they are old ? | they have any wioleian inding at all ; 


they 


uadrangular peninsula, separated from France | [t is absurd and revolting to think that chil- | will know the diterence between J and we ; 


by the comparatively narrow Pyrenean isth- | 
mus. This extended westward irom the gulf) 
of Lyons, and eastward from the Bay of Biseay ; 

and the perpetual paroxysms of that trouble d! 
estuation of the Atlantie might well consist 
with the iles that the Mediterranean had there | 
its subterranean and its submarine debouchment | 
to the ocean, so long unknown to men an d| 
mariners! What a precious discovery it was | 
—nit. | 

Other theories of the sort were multiplied. ; 
One, sontheastward to the Red Sea; another, 
northeastward into the Black Sea; "and ~ 
another, from the Adriatic and the Gulf 
Venice, under the. mountain ribs of the breast | 
of Europe, into the Baltic. 

Allthese theories, like bubbles from boys’ | 
blow-pipes, went up, " danced brilli ntly, refle .c- | 
ted realities, and fell forgotten. No evidence 
sustained them. The mystery remained—be- | 
cause the ignorance did. But we hear or read 
of no Socinian school starting into being to de- 
ny the facts, because they could not solve the | 
mystery connecte ds with Peso or get up a 
sectarian ‘* opposition line’? in selt'-detense | 
against the inflexible and inhuman orthodoxy 
of the fac ts. _It was really humiliating to the 
philosophy of ages, expec ially to some whose 
profsunder ignorance utterly neglected or de- 
spised the facts. 

But the solution eame at Jast, and filled 
philosophy and the world with wonder and de- 
light. A chemist in London, I forget his 
pame, mi iking some experiments in an obs =Cure 
attic or ec Mar, I think, in reference to th 
analysis of water, found the solution. He 
found the outlet —by looking toward heaven! 
It was acrial, and vast as the superincumben 
atmosphere, It was all explained by--rvap 
orATION. Lt was as clear as the light of tie 
sun, as certain as the power of heat, anl as 
fully demonstrated as the tacts whieh it alton 
1 Indeed, the mystery was al- 
known ratios of evapo 





could CX} lain. 
most reversed, ‘The 
ation, applied to the surface of that spaciors 
sea, containing at least 1,000,000 of squue 
wiles, and in the mean latitude of thirty-tive, 
seemed to inply an acrial exhaustion so great 
as to exceed all its sources of supply, especial- 
ly with the loeal climite, in some parts so rain- 
less an} so intensely bot. But the soluti n 
evaporated the mystery; and tle facts, if bet- 
ter how apprecia rs are not more real than 
they were before Calmus erme to Greece, 0: 
all Phoenicia, he Tyre and Sidon, bega 
their pioncering navigitions to the West. 

Mr, A.—Vhink you all mysteries coul i he 
analogously solved ? 

Dr. C.—Al realities are not equa'ly sim- 


ple or equally abstruse. This, however, I be 


lieve, that all intellect is homogeneous in na 
ture, varying only in its volume, its degree, is: 
operation, and its ecicumstances; aud that 

] * * & 


God knows all things, absolutely. 
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CAN CHILDREN BE SPIRITUALLY 
We teach our children to confess Christ, 
and I think the of it 
shown, and that they can be made to un- 
derstand clearly what it means. ‘The truth 
about children, as to their nature and wants, 
and the conditions that are necessary in or- 
der that they may feel well and behave well, 
is precisely the same as in the case of 
adults. The truth that ‘ the 
enmity against God,’ and that ‘ to be car- 
nally-minded is death, and to be spiritually- 
minded is life and peace,’ is of universal 
application, and children are no exceptions 
to the principle. If they are carnally- 
minded they are in a state to suffer and be 
unhappy. ‘They cannot have life and peace 
only as they are spiritually minded. It is 
4 fact that children do suffer. They suffer 
for the want of something to do—they suffer 
from a discontented spirit—the same influ- 
ences that make them an annoyance to us, 
distress them. If they are uneasy and fret- 
ful and disobedient, they suffer as much as 
ve do. Now philoprogenitiveness 
us to try to save children from 
and what shall we do if they cannot become | 
spiritual ? 


propriety can be 


carnal mind is 


eaches 
suffering ; 





Must they wait until their under- 
standings are matured before they can have 
life and peace? Can they not have real 
4uietness and comfort in their hearts aaa) 





dren must live in the carnal mind, i 


death, until they geta mature understanding. 


I believe from the very nature of things, that | 


itis possible for children to intelligently 
confess Christ, and have the benefits of that 
confession as soon as they can talk. 


The principle upon which I should rest | 


‘in the matter is this: I am confident that 
‘as soon as children can understand any- | 


i thing, they can understand that they are 


{a separate, isolated beings ; but that their ‘thing that is seemices 


‘life is a part of other life. The truth is, 
ithe state of things at the 


lite, is precisely the 


centre of their 


same as in the case 


(of adults; and what is the truth in regard | 


It is that Christ ts ‘the liyht that 
lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world,’ 
Christ is the light that 
child that cometh into the world. 
will uuderstand what this means by refer- 


to them ? 


lighteth every 


ring to the first chapter of Genesis, where 
it says, that §' The Spirit of God moved up- 
on the face of the waters; and God _ said, 
Let there be light ; 
IT created all things by his Spirit, which 
was lizht, and breathed into man the breath 
of life. ‘That is what is meant by 
pression, ‘ He is the light that lighteth every 
Tt is the 
by which we are 


‘The 


the ex- 


man that cometh into the world.’ 
lizht of the spirit of God, 
a'imade. Another passage says ; 
light shineth in darkness, 
means that 


they 


comprehendeth it not ;’ which 


where persons grow up in ignorance, 


do not know that this light is their life.-—|themselves in the way of discernment, 


The life that they have they suppose to be | 


their own life. They suppose themselves 


separated from every one else, and isolated | 
heinus. Where persons do not unders tand | 
the great fet, that Christ is their light and 
Lfe, there § the light shineth in darkness, and | 
te darkness comprehendeth it not ;’ and they 


zo on, not knowing their own beinz, not un- | 


derstandin « how they are made, or what the | 


nature of their life is. ‘To grow up in that 


way is to grow up in the carnal 
Phat zs the darkness of the carial mind. 
The natural language of this state is ‘ T, 
me and the next thing is ‘I 
will’ and *I wont,’ &e. So the 
human character is formed on the mistaken | 
theory 
[tis here that the flesh 
reignty over the spirit. The flesh is that 
part of our nature that is darkened by in- 
tercourse with matter—that is made stupid 
and it is that part 
‘this is 


henee * wine,’ 
‘T know,’ 


that every person is a sey arate being. 


asserts its sove- 


and brutish by sensuality— 
that says ‘I will?’ and‘T wont,’ 
mine,’ ‘Lam separate from you and you 
from me—every one for himself’ The 
life that expresses itself thus is the flesh. 
Then on the other hand, I maintain that 
children can be made to understand, very 


early, as soon as they can understand any 
thing, that their life comes from Christ ; 


that their life is a part of God’s life, and 
that we are all members of one another. 
Children will readily perceive, for instance, 
that the same life that is in their arm is in 
their leg, and yet the arms and legs are en- 
tirely distinct members of the body. Now 
by carrying out the same principle a little 
further, they will understand me when I 
say to them, The same life that is in you is 
in me—you are a part of me, and [ama 
part of you, and we are all parts of Christ. 
In that part of your life 
which thinks and feels—in your mind and 


which is invisible— 


in your spirit—we are one, parts of each 
other, and Christ is the life of both. 

I think we can simplify these ideas until 
children will understand them as soon as 


The same is true of children :— 


Children | 


and there was light.’— | 


and the darkness | 


mind.— |} 9 


. e. in| between having a ‘separate existence, sii 


‘being united and members one of another. 
If they can receive these ideas to bevin 
with, then they can grow up in health and 
peace aud have a spiritual mind. — For it is 
valizing and confessing the fact that 
that they will 
and then 


iby re 
they are members of Christ, 
grow up in the mind of Christ ; 
‘mine,’ will be- 


this everlasting ‘I,’ ond 


t greediness and every 


This is precisely | 


cast out, and with 3 
| what we must do; we must simplify these | 
lideas, and believe that they are adapted to 
‘children. 
the truth for ourselves, 
taught from the first to think of themselves 


We must realize and understand | 
and have children 


and of each other as members of Christ, and 


acknowledge it on all occasions, and put 
away entirely the idea that they are seja- 
rate beings. 

| The outward part of our life in the case 
of children as well as adults, is for the ;re-| 


‘sent more or less gross, and exposed to the 


vross, carnal influences of the world; and | 


the tendency of these influences is continu: | 
ally to separate us from God and from each 


other; they bring in a darkness and gross- | 


ness of perception that cannot sec how we 
and one 


are united to Christ 
judges everything by visible appearance, | 
‘instead of by 
see. While these outward s 


another, that | 


what the heart and spirit can 


irits ¢ are Our 
S] ps 


ing in upon us, and trying to darken sail 


blind us, on the other hand our inward | 


| parts, our minds and hearts, should exercise 





and | 


discovering cur real connection with other | 
life. That 1s the object of confessing Christ. | 
Every time the children soberly turn back | 
‘into their hearts, and think of their connec- |" 
they | 

| 


stir up their inner life to prevail over their 


ition with Christ and with each other, 


‘outward—they stir up the w e-spir it to pre- | 
vail over the J-spirit—love to prevail over | 


| 
| flesh. 
vood and beneficial effect on their life, and 
they will feel happier for it. For, 


| 

I, 

si 
| spiritually minded is life 
| 

| 

| 

| 


selfishness—the spirit to prevail over the | 


Every act of that kind will have a} 





6 to be} 
and peace,’ and 
to see that 


st, and know how 


this is to be spiritually minded, 
we are connected with Chr 
we are made. 
The truth is, 
index of our real existence. We 


that our bodies are not the 
have 3} i- 
rits, hearts and minds, that are invisible.— 
We see that our bodies a 
our hearts and spirits are formed, for in- 
‘JT am the 


So in our 


are separate; but 
stance, like a tree. Christ says, 
vine, and ye are the branches.’ 

life we are not like our bodies, separate 
and all of us 
me stock.— 


plants: we are like a tree, 
branches, growing out of the sa 
Children can understand this truth and be- 
lieve it—and when they do believe that they 
are branches of Christ, and not separate 
plants, then they are spiritnally minded, 
and will have life and peace. 

Persons may say that a child’s under- 
standing is immature, and these things are 
too deep for it. But I reply—a child’s 
passions are very immature: it has not the 
amount of life developed in any way, that a 
man has, and its understanding is propor- 
tioned to the amount of life it has developed. 
So if you say that a child’s understanding is 
not so strong as a man’s, I say that a child’s 
| flesh is not so strong asa man’s: all the pas- 
sions are in the same immature state that its 
understanding is. At the same time its 
connection with Christ is the same as ours: 
it is as true of a child as of aman, that 
Christ is its life; and there are not somany 
obstructions—not so many false influences 








| . . 
‘Spirits upon them ; 


to hi a the sense of this interior life, in the 
Ifa 


child’s understanding is not so strong as a 


case of children, as in that of adults. 


man’s, it may be just as bright and keen.-—— 


Here is a spiritual fact to discern, and the 
wisest man in the world cannot discern it by 
his philosophy merely, or the exercise of 
his reasoning powers—it is a matter of sight. 


But a child’s eye is as keen as a man’s, I 


| believe that children can understand deep, 


interior trath concerning our relation to 
Christ and each other, and so grow up in 
the spiritual mind. Adults often have a 


vast amount of false feelings and ideas to 
contend with, before they can return to the 
bezinning and see the truth 


selves, that Christ is their life, 


about them- 
and that they 
are branches of a vine. Our children have 
as clear an idea of Christas we have : they 
know what they mean when they talk about 


j having a good and bad spirit; they have 
sensations about the influences of * different 


they know that they are 
something more than mere bodies—that they 
have spirits and minds and invisible parts; 
and they can just as well conceive of their 
spirits as connected with Christ ad with each 


other, as they can conceive of spirits at all. 


I do not believe there is any more need 


of children’s remaining in spiritual darkness 


till they are fifteen or twenty years old, 
than there is of their remaining in literal 
jdarkness. Faith in Christ is a perception ; 
afair, 


a perception of spiritual existences. 


but it is 
And 


| the question with reference to children, is, 


it is not a loyical, reasoning 


whether they can pereeive in this interior 
way. ‘Their natural sight is considered to 
be quite as bright as that of adults; and 
of their 
spiritual perception is quite as bright as that 
of older 


ithis is as true inner eye; their 


persons. We must betieve for 


ithem and settle it in our hearts very con- 


fidently that they can apprehend their union 
with Christ and with us, and intelligently 
|confess that union. 

I would say t> a child, you cannot see the 
connection between vour life and Christ’s ; 
can feel it, and be sure of the fact. 
important things 


but you 
There are a great many 
that you cannot see. ‘The air, for instance, 
is something that vou e¢ nnot sce but you 
know that it exists because you breathe it 


all the time. You could not live a moment 


if the air were all taken owt of this room, 
though every thing that you can see re- 
mained just as it now is. But if Christ’s 


spirit was taken out of this room, you would 
die as soon as if the air was taken owt. 

All that ivitually 
minded, is, to ‘really believe in our hearts 
and confess the fact with dir mouths, that 
we are members of Christ and of one anoth- 


any of us need, to be 3} 


er. We can take our stand on the original 
creation. ‘ Christ is the light that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world’— 
When the children find out that truth, and 
believe it, they have found out the sceret of 
their existence ; and by keeping their eye on 
that truth they will be changed into Christ’s 
image. By confessing their union with 
Christ from day to day, they will find the 
same things in them that are in Christ. 
This perception of the true nature of our 
being, that we are members of Christ and 
of oe another, is what censtitutes 
have said, the spiritual mind. ‘To be car- 
nally minded is death,’ and why ? We may 
show by an illustration: Suppose you take 
a cord, and tie it tightly round your finger, 
so as to stop the circulation between your 
finger and body ; it would soon begin to be 
distressed, and if you kept the ligature on, 
after a while it would die. So your life be- 
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ing really a growth of Christ’s life—his life 
being your life—if an unbelieving, false spi- 
rit gets possession of you, it operates just 
like a ligature on your connection with 
Christ, and stops the circulation between 
you and him, in a measure, though not en- 
tirely ; (unless you become a reprobate 3) 
a little circulation still continues, just 
enough to keep you from being utterly mis- 
erable ; but the tendency of the evil spirit 
is to stop the circulation, and cause you dis- 
tress. ‘'I'o be carnally minded is death ; 
but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace.’ Christ’s spirit circulating in you is 
resurrection power, and produces life and 
peace. If children could have a free natu- 
ral growth, and there was no spirit of dark- 
ness to hinder circulation, they would be 
spiritually minded frown their birth ; it wovld 
be a continual thought with them that they 
were members of Christ. They would no 
more conceive of themselves as separate 
beings, than a finger couceives of itself as 
separate from the body. It is « lind, per- 
verse spirit of darkness which makes persons 
conceive of them:elves as separate beings. 
There is no natural ligature ; it is the work 
of the evil one. He stands ready as soon 
as a child is born to tie on ligatures. As 
fast as possible he takes advantage of the 
chili’s ignorance, aad surrounding cireum- 
stances, to get in the J-feeling, and a false 
perce; tion of its own existence. Otherwise 
the chill would naturally grow up in the 
we-spirit, and could not help it. As it is, 
we have to fight and battle, and continue to 
do so, until we get the ligature off and keep 
it off. 

Take one more illustration: Trees and 
vegetables draw in portions of their nutri- 
ment from the air. They sustain themselves 
partly by absorption through their leaves ; 
but the substance of their food is absorbed 
through the roots. One part works from 
within, outwardly, and the other from with- 
outinwardly. In this we are like plants, ab- 
sorbing what sustenance we can from the 
wild without, but our main support comes 
from internal connection with Christ. That 
is the root of our life. It is what we mainly 
grow by. ‘The mistake of the carnal mind 
is in losing sight of this root, and thinking 
that we live by eating and drinking. The 
spiritual mint realizes that it gets its nour- 
ishinent fro.u the root, which is Christ, and 
conceives of all outward means of life as 
secondary. 





Ia We take the following item from a late letter 
from Oneida. 

“Our childzen [47 in number] have been 
prospered this winter and spring with almost 
uninterrupted health—no colds or sore throats. 
The system of thorough criticism and spiritual 
training pursued by Miss Burgess, has been a 
perfvct protection against disease.” 





Prayer without Demand. 

We prevent the blessings of God more by 
having a secret wilifulness that would dictate 
to him and put him under obligation, than in 
any other way. God will not be put under 
law—he will be free to dous good. We must 
find out a way not to put him under obligation. 
It is contrary to the whole circulation of things 
in God’s kingdom, for us to demand Dlessings 
from him. You will ask, What is prayer, 
then? That is the grand question—how to 
pray arizht—how to pray withont a spirit of de- 
mand? ‘True prayer has a spirit of patience in 
it, and a consulting, teachable spirit toward 
Gol. Christ says, ‘I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes. Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.’ He 
was delighted to have the Lord have his own 
way and do what he pleased witi his own. In 


praying to his Father, he says, ‘If it be possi- | 


ble let this cup pass from me;’ but he takes | 


care to round it off— nevertheless not my will! spout the Second Coming, 


but thine be done.’ 

In regard to suecess of any kind, we cannot 
compel God to give it to us, or demand it of 
him—or because he gives us good luck in cer-| 
tain cercumstances, we cannot put ourselves in | 
the same circumstances and compel him to give 
us the same luck again. 

God is as pleased to give good things to us 
as we are to receive them; the only thing is 
for us to find out how to tuke the right attitude. 





A Hint —The common practice of dunning 
children to obey, and calculating to speak two 
or three times before they do obey, is mis: 
placed merey, and substantial cruelty. Tt gives 
them just room enough to keep the spirit of 
disobedience in them; and the process has to 


‘| his word on this subject. 


{Our late discussions of the primitive ductrine 
have called out many 
hearty responses to its truth. We think that be- 
lievers generally could not do a better thing for 
themselves or for the honor of God, than to endorse 
Itis the grand issue, as 
we conceive, between faith and unbelief-—between 
appearance and reality ; and certainly we could not 
have a better position on which to take our stand. 

The following extracts will show the working ot 
this truth among our correspondents :] 


Newark, March 27, 1853. 
—In studying the subject of the Second 


Coming of Christ, as we have been doing 
in our family here, during the last week, I 
have had my heart stirred up to a new ap- 
preciation of this doctrine, that is much 
| more clear and rich, than any thing I ever 
obtained before. 

The full blaze of light with which the| 


CO } { R {SPON DEN OR. [been very satisfactory. 
vesmevnnh ti 


he constantly repeated. Proper decision will 
secure obedience without twice speaking. 


waiting on the spirit of dis »bedience, and giv- 


ing it an opportunity to act and assert itsclf, 
and accepting a surrender afterwards, spoils 
government. Children come to feel that they 
are conferring a favor on their parents by be- 
having well; but they should feel that it isa 
favor to them, for their parents to make them 
behave well. 


A Lady Gold-digger. 


scriptures abound, through the testimony of | 
Christ and the apostles, in relation to his 
coming during the generation then living, 
or immediately after the destruction of Je- 


rusalem, has fairly overwhelmed me, and 
led me to wonder how the world, and the 
nominal church could have passed on in such 
stupid ignorance and indifference about it. 
I see that a large class of passages in the 
New ‘Testament, must be wholly dishelieved 
or entirely perverted, in order to give place 


The Tribune of March 25th, gives an account 
of a young lady now at the Gold Diggings in Aus- 
It appears that she and her brother were 
bred in good society, and well educated; but were 
left orphans suddenly, with a legacy of three hun- 
dred pounds sterling, and finally decided to go to 
When they arrived at Melbourne, be- 
fore going to the mines, the lady decided, in order 
to better protect herself, to dress in man’s apparel. 
The Tribune gives extracts from a letter written by 
the lady herself to a female friend in Dublin, and 
published in the Dublin Commercial Journal, from 
which we clip the following. The lady says:— 

“‘ [ was resolved to accompany my brother 
and his friends to the diggings, and I felt that 
to do so in my own proper costume and char- 
acter would be to run unnecessary hazard.— 
[ cut my hair into a very 
masculine fashion; I purchased a broad felt 
hat, asort of tunic or smock of coarse blue 


Hence my change. 





cloth, trousers to conform, boots of a miner, 
and thus parting with my sex fora season, (1 
hoped a better one,) behold me an accomplished 
candidate for miuving operations and all the 
perils and inconveniences they might be sup- 
posed to bring. All this transmutation took 
place with Frank and Mr. M———’s sane- 
tion; indeed, it was he who first suggested the 
change, which I grasped and improved on.— 
I could not bear to be separated from Frank, 
and we all felt that I should be safer in my 
male attire than if I exposed myself to the 


to the views generally held on this subject. 
This evidently must bring the whole scrip- 
tures into disrepute with such minds. 

I wish to counteract all such influences 
in my own mind, by setting my seal to the 
testimony of God in this matter. And as 
Christ told his disciples he would coine 
duriag the life-time of some of them, and 
that they might expect him after the signs 
which should accompany the destruction of 
Jerusalem, as they would expect summer 
after the budding of the trees; and as the 
disciples evidently so understood him, and 
expected his coming, and taught others to 
expect it, I believe he did come at that time, 
and that he translated all his people who 
were prepared to receive him; and has 
since then been reigning with them in his 
heavenly kingdom. And I believe that our 
first and most important business now, as 


servants of Christ and the truth, is, to give 
place to this fact in our hearts, and through 
our testimony, and let it work in us due 
preparation, for his reign in us, and through 
us, in the world. 


Wm. R. INSLEE. 


Newark, March 27, 1853. 
—The ‘ Talks about the Second Coming,’ 


in the late Nos. of the Circular, have excited 
in me a new and deep interest in that sub- 


dangers of the route and residence in my pro-|ject. I see more clearly than ever before, 
per guise. We have now been nine weeks ab-| that it is a subject of vital importance to our 
sent from Melbourne, and have tried three | faith. 


localities, at the latter of which we have been 
most fortunate, and our tent is pitched on the 
side of as pretty a valley as you could wish to 
visit. I have for myself a sort of supplement- 
ary canvas chamber, in which I sleep, cook, 


wash clothes—that is, my own and Frank’s— | 6°", j : ae: x 
: promise of his coming was fulfilled; if he 


did not come, Ido not see how we can 
avoid the conclusion that he is ‘ slack con- 


and keep watch and ward over our heap of gold 
dust and ‘nuggets,’ the sight and touch of which 
inspirit me when I grow dull, which I seldom 
do. for L have constant ‘droppers in,’ and, to 
own the truth, even in my palmiest days, I 
never was treated with greater courtesy or re- 
spect. 

“Of course my sex is generally known. I 
am called ‘Mr Harry’ (an abbreviation of 
Harriet) ; but no one intrudes the more on 
that account. In fact I have become a sort of 
‘necessity,’ as I am always ready to do a good 
turn—the great secret, after all, of social sue- 
cess ; and I never refuse to oblige a ‘neighbor,’ 
be the trouble what it may. The consequen- 
ces are pleasant enough. Many a ‘nugget? is 
thrust on me whether I willor no, in return 
for cooking a pudding or darning a shirt; and 
if all the cooks and seamstresses in the world 
were as splendidly paid as Tam, the ‘Song of 
the Shirt’ would never have been written at all 
events. My own hoard amounts now to about 
£10 of gold; andif I go on accumulating, 
even the richest heiress in| my family in for 
mer days will be left immeasurably behind. — 
Sometimes, when I have a few idle hours, I 
accompany Frank and his comrades to the dig- 
gings, and it is arare thing to watch the avid- 
ity with which every ‘ bucket’ is raised, wash- 
ed, examined, and commented upon. Wild 
the life is, certainty, but full of excitement and 
hope; and strange as itis, I almost fear to 
tell you that I do not wish it to end! You 
can hardly conceive what a merry company 
gather together in our tent cvery evening.— 
or how pleasantly the hours pass.” 





pass. 
fraud and delusion to be called ¢ pious.’ 


looked so clear to me as now. 
on that subject, in the Circular lately, have 


After Christ’s positive declaration that 


there were some standing with him, that 
should not taste of death till they should see 
him coming in his kingdom; and that that 


seneration should not pass away till the 


cerning his promises.’ His disciples and 


the Primitive church were certainly made 
to believe that he was coming soon; they 
were imanifestly ‘ waiting for his glorious 
appearing’—-expecting to be ‘ changed and 
caught up to meet the Lord in the air ;’ 
and certainly a strange game was practised 


upon them if none of these things came to 
It seems to be rather too much of a 


fam thankful for faith to believe that 
Christ is not the character that such a view 


represents him to be; but that he knew 
just what he was affirming in all his conver 

.| sations with his disciples about the time and 
manner of his Second Coming; and as he 
taught them to believe that he should come, 
and limited the time of his coming to within 
the life-time of some of them, and they con- 
fidently expected he would come, so he did. 
come ‘to those who looked for him.’ 


I desire to understand and appreciate the 


bearing of this great truth on us as a church, 
and our true relations to those who ‘ went 
in to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ 


L. F. Dunn. 
Oneida, March 24, 1853. 

—The truth of the Second Coming never 

The articles 
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After reading No, 
), the testimony was so conclusive that 1 
could but exclaim, I know that Christ has 
come the second time. When I was a Mik 
lerite I used to pray for the faith that could 
say without a doubt that Christ would come 
in 1843: but this faith was never given me, 
Now I can say, I believe without a doubt 
that Christ did come the second time, ‘with. 
out sin unto salvation,’ to all who were 
waiting for him, aud received them to him. 
self. I thank God that the tradition, with 
which we have been covered by our false 
education, is being torn off, and our hearts 
bemg freed and enlarged to believe the Bj. 
ble. If we believe that Ch ist has actually 
done what he said he would in this case, it 
increases our faith that he will do in all things 
as he has promised. ‘The Bible seems like g 
new book—we can now see harmony, where 
before there was apparent confusion. I be. 
lieve most fully that the gospel day has 
dawned—the sun of righteousness is_ rising 
higher and higher, and shining brighter and 
brighter, and is sure to sweep away all the 
fog which has covered this glorious truth so 
long. Abby 3. Burnuam. 





Putney, March 26, 1858. 

—It seems to me that the Primitive 
church are specially intere-ted at the pres 
ent time, in the development of the truth 
about the Second Coming. ‘The glorious 
facts in the case are destined to vindicate 
the character and veracity of Christ, and 
establish the truth of his words in sich pas- 
sages as the 24th of Matthew. He there 
enumerates the signs that should immediate- 
ly precede his Coming, and then says. * Ve- 
rily [say unto you, ‘This generation shall 
not pass, till all these things be fulfilled.’ 
And as if to place the assertion, disti: erly 
on the basis of his veracity*he adds, *Heav- 
en and earth shall pass away, but my words 
shall not pass away.’ I conceive of the 
Second Coming as bearing the same re'a- 
tion to the Gentile church in point of impor. 
tance, that the resurrection of Christ did 
to the Jewish or Primitive church. Like 
Mason and Dixon’s line, it is destined to be 
the separating point between the slaves of 
sin and death, and the free sons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty. Paul says, ‘ if 
Christ be not risen, then is our presching 
vain, and your faith is also vain’ We can 
say with equal propriety that if Christ did 
not come when he said he would, 1500 
years ago, then is our preaching and faith 
also vain. Then also they which are fullen 
asleep in Christ are perished. But now 
Christ has come the second time, aud gath- 
ered the first harvest of them that slent— 
embracing the Primitive chureh, and all the 
prophets and saints that preceded them. 
We are introduced to the fellowship of that 
resurrection body, by faith in the Secoud 
Coming. J. L. Baker. 


Putney, March 25, 18538. 

—The discussion of the Second Coming, 
which is going on among us at the present 
time, I believe to be inspired. I find my- 
self, as I give attention toit, becoming move 
aud more interested in this subject—he 
truth of which is of so much importance to 
the believer. Your enthusiasm in relation 
toit charms me, and my heart responds to 
it as my understanding becomes enlightened 
and my faith increases. I see that giving 
attention to this subject, brings us into closer 
union and fellowship with the Primitive 
Church, and separates us from the world 
and all its claims. We become dead to the 
world, and risen with Christ in the resurree- 
tion. ‘Traly ‘ our citizenship is in heaven.’ 
I can say sincerely. that 1 do believe Christ 
came the second time at the destruction of 
Jerusalem, because the word of God says 
so. ‘There is abundant proof in the New 
Testament concerning this truth, aud Ifully 
believe it. 

My interest in the paper is increasing 
daily. Icatch glimpses, oceasivnally, of tho 
right spirit about it, and feel more and more 
that it is the main thing before us, demand- 
ing our concentrated attention and ¢o-o} era- 
tion. Itis my desire that the family here 
may co-operate with you in this work, to the 
extent of their abilities. 

Yours for entire devotion to the cause, 

Fanny M. Leonarp. 
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